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1986 Safe Drinking Water Act Lead Ban – Homes built after 

1987 are considered lead free (SD adopted in 1987). 

Services larger than 2” are generally not lead. 

Public owned vs. Private owned – clarify if different than in 

the above image. Each system is unique (ie. meter pit, 

valve box, back of curb, at the main, at the house, etc.)  

Both are included in the inventory. 

 

 

 

 

 

Suggest customer wear gloves for the scratch test and 

cleaning up the debris.  If the pipe is silver metallic color 

and the customer can scratch the pipe with a key or 

coin, and is not magnetic, it is lead. 

Also can use a lead paint test kit/surface swab kit These 

can be purchased at the hardware store. 

The Survey can be found at survey.sdwaterpipes.com 

Customer info can be found by visiting 

sdwaterpipes.com 



  

  Tips to Reduce Exposure to Lead 

• Run Water – Run water to flush out lead. If 

water hasn't been used for several hours, run 

water for 15-30 seconds or until it becomes cold 

or reaches a steady temperature before using it 

for drinking or cooking 

• Use Cold Water – Use cold water for cooking 

and preparing baby formula. Lead dissolves 

more easily into hot water.  

• Do Not Boil – Do not boil water to remove lead. 

Boiling water will not reduce lead. 

• Test Water - Test water for lead.  Water 

Systems may want to have extra sample bottles 

on hand 

 

All tools can be found by visiting sdwaterpipes.com 

The Survey can be found at survey.sdwaterpipes.com 

 

 

Health Effects with Lead 

• Lead is a toxic metal that can be harmful 

to human health even at low exposure level 

• Young children, infants, and fetuses 

are particularly vulnerable to lead because 

the physical and behavioral effects of lead occur 

at lower exposure levels in children than 

in adults.  

• Even low levels of exposure have been linked 

to damage to the central and peripheral 

nervous system, learning disabilities, shorter 

stature, impaired hearing, and impaired 

formation and function of blood cells. 

 


